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In New Zealand'’s beautiful Bay of Plenty the Mossop family has been producing honey

products for over 70 years.
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Mossop's Honey was founded in 1946 by Ron and Noeline Mossop. The shop still trades on
the original site in Tauriko, Tauranga with a new generation of Mossops continuing the

family tradition of 100% pure natural honeys.
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Mossop's control the entire process, from owning and operating their beehives, to producing

and extracting their honey through to the packing process and onto the supermarket shelves.
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In mid to late January Mossop’s start grafting their own queens. Royal jelly is brushed onto
these beeswax coated cell cups followed by the tiny bee embryo. The cell cups are returned
to the hive where the bees nurture the baby queens and a few days later they are ready to

be taken to the beehives in the field.
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The queen cells are clipped into wire cages and put into the hive. The cage protects the new
queen until she is ready to challenge the old queen in a battle to the death. Natural selection

ensures a strong healthy hive.
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Throughout the year the condition of the hives needs to be monitored. It is important to

ensure both the queen and the workers are healthy.
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In the off season when no blossoms are available the bees cannot produce honey and
therefore they need to be fed. The hives are also checked for the varroa bee mite and

miticide strips are used to protect the bees against infestation.
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In November and December Mossop’s bees are also used for the pollination of New

Zealand’s kiwifruit orchards. Neil Mossop pioneered this pollination practice over 30 years
ago and today many local orchardists commission Mossop’s pollination services. The bees
are transported to the orchards at night while asleep and next morning sees them waking

up and playing their part in another successful kiwifruit season.

11AMS 12 A, BEVYYTDOHDEERFZ1—2—5> REFEOF DA OEMIICEONET,
ZIL-EBY YT 30 FLUERICEM ZIBDIZ/\AAZITY, IRETEMITDF I RED
Z<NEVYTOEMY—ERXZFHALTVEYS . H#DEENETVDIROMIC, HEigzEE(CEX
LEI. BRECTEZEFULHDESEH. EOFEDFIADENIED (CEIRTDDTY.

During the winter months, the hives are relocated to their spring apiary sites where early
pollen and nectar sources ensure early build-up (early build-up means the bee colony
increases in size and strength) and prepare the beehives for the coming pollination and

honey season.
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The hives are moved into remote areas of New Zealand bush and pasture lands where
manuka, rewarewa, and tawari trees and clover flowers flourish. Careful hive placement
ensures the unique characteristics of each variety of Mossop’s honey. Now it's time for the

bees to do what they love best-making honey, an art perfected by the bees.
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After several weeks, Mossop’s beekeepers head out to collect the honey. Each of the boxes
in the hive is called a super and every collection run sees hundreds of supers picked up from

all over the central North Island.
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The loaded truck heads off on the long trip home and late into the evening arrives back at
the factory where the honey-laden supers are unloaded into the storage area. In all

thousands of supers of honey will be collected.
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At the factory the honey in the supers is extracted. The wax cappings are sliced off each
frame. These will be melted down and the wax separated off into large blocks for use in

other products.
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Meanwhile, to aid the removal of honey from the frames they are first put into the honey

loosener or pricker and then into the extractor. Once extracted the honey is stored in 300kg

drums.
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The drums of extracted honey are warmed and filtered before being poured into the
stainless-steel vat and stirred. From there it is straight into 250g and 5009 jars—no

additives, no pasteurizing, just 100% pure natural honey.
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Mossop’s UMF manuka honeys are independently tested and graded according to the strict

standards of the Unique Manuka Factor Honey Association.
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Mossop'’s sells a variety of honey and bee products including UMF Manuka, Rewarewa, and
Field & Tawari honeys as well as pollen capsules and propolis products. The shop in Tauriko
stocks all these honey varieties and products as well as ice cream, cosmetics, cooking

condiments, and gift packs.
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Mossop’s guarantees all their products and plans to continue to produce premium-quality

pure natural products for many years to come.
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